
2001 Wilmington Community Visit 

Introduction 

The first thing a visitor to Wilmington notices is the beauty of the land, the mountains, 

hills, and the Deerfield River Valley, and then, from the White House Inn to the 

downtown four corners, the charm and character of the historic buildings in the village.  

The Vermont Council on Rural Development Community Visit Team came to 

Wilmington in the spring of 2001 to help the community evaluate the challenges before 

it, prioritize them, and set action plans toward some of the town’s most important long-

term goals. The team came to examine challenges and problems, many of which are 

catalogued and prioritized in this report. Beyond these challenges, it found a great many 

community strengths that balanced the “issues” before the town.  

The visiting team was deeply impressed by the dedication that the men, women and teens 

of Wilmington brought to the Community Visit Process. We have found that the key to 

success of any Community Visit has been local leadership and organization. In both these 

areas, Wilmington excelled. David Larsen’s diplomatic skill and commitment made him 

the ideal chairperson for the Wilmington Community Visit. The support and participation 

of Selectboard leaders was terrific, and the organizational work by Sonia Alexander, the 

Town Manager, with assistance from Mary Towne, was absolutely top notch.  

We were also keenly impressed by the knowledge and commitment of community 

members; first the local steering committee, then the focus group members, and 

community meeting attendees. The Community Visit provides an opportunity for an 

overview of challenges; it serves as a starting point toward their resolution, but nothing 

real happens without community leadership. The Wilmington Visiting Resource Team 

was especially encouraged by the vitality and leadership potential of each of the Task 

Forces formed to address community priorities.  

One moment typified the hospitality of Wilmington toward the Visiting Team: on 

entering the elementary school for the community dinner, each Community Visitor was 

greeted with warmth and poise by a member of the fifth grade class. Their positive spirit 

reflects the community’s enduring values and bodes well for the future!  

   

Wilmington - Priority Challenges  

Established in Wilmington Community Meeting, April 30, 2001  



• Education Issue – Explore options for acquiring capital funding to deal with 

facility deterioration and space deficiencies at the high school. Address funding 

needs to provide adequate programs and courses beyond minimum standards for 

Wilmington children. 

• Act 60 Issue – Determine whether there are possible actions to convince the 

Legislature to re-evaluate Wilmington’s “gold town” designation, reduce its 

contribution to the “sharing pool”, or separate capital expenditures from the 

sharing pool.  

• Community Center Issue – Continue efforts to establish the teen, day care, 

senior and other community-based activities center. Build in possibilities for 

regularly scheduled out-posted social and employment services on site.  

• Economic Development Issue/Growth/Non Growth Issue – Reach consensus 

as a community to determine where the town wants to go. Expand on tourist-

based economy to create a year-round appeal and bring in other businesses. 

Establish same hours for all businesses and extend beyond 5:00 PM. Plan for 

controlled positive growth. Act 60 and high taxes discourage growth. There is a 

low number of full time residents and a lack of good paying jobs to retain young 

people in the community. A subgroup under Economic Development will look at: 

Downtown Beautification and Parking.  

   

VCRD Resource Teams  
  

Community Visit Day Focus Group Team  
This team met with community members in nine focus sessions on March 26th, 2001  
  

Hal Cohen, Executive Director  

Central Vermont Community Action Council  

195 U.S. Route 302 - Berlin  

Barre, VT 05641  

802-479-1053 802-479-5353 (fax)  

Email - hcohen@cvcac.org  

  

Paul Costello, Executive Director  

Vermont Council on Rural Development  

PO Box 1384  

Montpelier, VT 05601-1384  

802-828-6024 802-828-6014 (fax)  

Email – vcrd@sover.net  

  

Patrick Flood, Commissioner  

Department of Aging and Disabilities  

103 South Main Street  

Waterbury, VT 05671-2301  

802-241-2401 802-241-2325  



Email – patrick@dad.state.vt.us  

  

Micque Glitman, Deputy Secretary  

Agency of Transportation  

National Life Bldg, 5th Floor  

Montpelier, VT 05633-5001  

802-828-2657 802-828-3522 (fax)  

Email - mglitman@aot.state.vt.us  

  

Robbie Harold, State Director  

USDA - Rural Development  

89 Main Street City Center 3rd Floor  

Montpelier, VT 05602  

802-828-6066 (voice) 802-828-6018 (fax)  

  

Con Hogan, Consultant  

324 Gonyeau Rd.  

Plainfield, VT 0567-9669  

802-479-2723  

Email – Chogan@Bypass.com  

  

Beth Humstone, Director  

Vermont Forum on Sprawl  

110 Main Street  

Burlington, VT 05401-8451  

802-864-6310 (voice) 802-862-4487 (fax)  

Email - sprawlvt@together.net  

  

Steve Jeffries, Director  

VT League of Cities and Towns  

89 Main Street  

Montpelier, VT 05602  

802-229-9111  

Email – sjeffrey@vlct.org  

  

Robert Y. Justis Jr, Director of Econ. Dev.  

Central Vermont Public Service Corporation  

77 Grove Street  

Rutland, Vermont 05701  

802-747-5692 (voice) 802-747-2188 (fax) Email - rjustis@cvps.com  

  

Candy Koenemann, Executive Assistant  

Vermont Council on Rural Development  

PO Box 1384  

Montpelier, VT 05601-1384  

802-828-6022 802-828-6014 (fax)  



Email – vcrd2@sover.net  

  

Jolinda LaClair, Chief of Staff  

U.S. Senator James Jeffords  

58 State Street  

Montpelier, Vermont 05602  

802-223-5273 802-223-0416 (fax)  

Email - Jolinda_Laclair@jeffords.senate.gov  

  

Bill McGrath, Executive Director  

Brattleboro Development Credit Corporation  

76 Cotton Mill Hill  

Brattleboro, VT 05301  

802-257-7731  

Email – bdcc@sover.net  

  

(Max) Jon-Michael R. Muise  

USDA – Rural Development  

Community & Business Outreach Specialist  

28 Vernon St. Suite 3  

Brattleboro, VT 05301  

802-254-9766 802-254-3307 (fax)  

Email – jon.muise@vt.usda.gov  

  

Chuck Ross, Chief of Staff  

US Senator Patrick J. Leahy  

199 Main Street  

Courthouse Plaza  

Burlington, VT 05401  

802-863-2525 (general) 802-658-1009 (fax_  

Email – Chuck_Ross@Leahy.Senate.gov  

  

Chip Sawyer  

c/o Fred Schmidt  

Center for Rural Studies  

207 Morrill Hall  

University of Vermont  

Burlington, VT 05405  

Email – wsawyer@snr.uvm.edu  

  

Fred Schmidt, Director  

Center for Rural Studies  

207 Morrill Hall  

University of Vermont  

Burlington, VT 05405  

802-656-8404 (voice) 802-656-3021 (office)  



802-656-0776 (fax)  

Email - fschmidt@zoo.uvm.edu  

  

Richard S. Smith, Deputy Commissioner  

VT Agency of Commerce & Community  

Development  

National Life Bldg. Drawer 20  

Montpelier, VT 05620-0501  

802-828-5774 802-828-3258 (fax)  

Email – rsmith@dca.state.vt.us  

  

Resource Day Visitors  
This team met with Task Force Members to build action steps and review potential resources on May 31, 

2001  
Alexander Aldrich, Executive Director  

Vermont Arts Council  

136 State Street, Drawer 33  

Montpelier, Vermont 05633-6001  

802-828-5420 802-828-3363 (fax)  

Email - aaldrich@arts.vca.state.vt.us  

  

Doug Chiappetta, Director for the  

Educator and School Quality Team  

VT Department of Education  

120 State Street  

Montpelier, VT 05620-2501  

802-828-2141 802-828-3140 (fax)  

Email – dchiappetta@doe.state.vt.us  

  

Paul Costello, Executive Director  

Vermont Council on Rural Development  

PO Box 1384  

Montpelier, VT 05601-1384  

802-828-6025 802-828-6014 (fax)  

Email – vcrd@sover.net  

  

Gloria Dawson, Executive Director  

SEVCA  

(Southeastern VT Community Action)  

91 Buck Drive  

Westminster, VT 05158  

802-722-4575  

  

Patrick Flood, Commissioner  

Department of Aging and Disabilities  

103 South Main Street  

Waterbury, VT 05671-2301  



802-241-2401 802-241-2325  

Email – patrick@dad.state.vt.us  

  

Candy Koenemann, Executive Assistant  

Vermont Council on Rural Development  

PO Box 1384  

Montpelier, VT 05601-1384  

802-828-6023 802-828-6014 (fax)  

Email – vcrd2@sover.net  

  

Bill McGrath, Executive Director  

Brattleboro Development Credit Corporation  

76 Cotton Mill Hill  

Brattleboro, VT 05301  

802-257-7731  

Email – bdcc@sover.net  

  

(Max) Jon-Michael R. Muise  

USDA – Rural Development  

Community & Business Outreach Specialist  

28 Vernon St. Suite 3  

Brattleboro, VT 05301  

802-254-9766 802-254-3307 (fax)  

Email – jon.muise@vt.usda.gov  

  

Richard S. Smith, Deputy Commissioner  

VT Agency of Commerce & Community  

Development  

National Life Bldg., Drawer 20  

Montpelier, VT 05620-0501  

802-828-5774 802-828-3258 (fax)  

Email – rsmith@dca.state.vt.us  


